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Rationale: 
 

•  Citizens who have a commitment to stewardship and clearly defined relationship 
with the environment are generally positive, productive members of society. 

•  Students who learn self-evaluative skills that help them investigate their 
relationship with their community are more likely to be good citizens. 

•  Missouri STREAM TEAMs are able to bring about positive changes for streams 
and watersheds through their ability to solidify their members’ commitment to 
protecting a stream in their community. 

 
Student relevance: 
 

•  Students who have a well-defined relationship with the environment and can 
understand the results of their actions are more likely to be good stewards of the 
natural world. 

•  Students will benefit as citizens if they are able to analyze and evaluate issues of 
aesthetics, ethics, and stewardship. 

 
 

 
Personal Commitment to Stewardship 

 
Lesson Abstract 

 
Summary:  Students use an inventory activity to define their commitment  

to stewardship through the processes of defining the 
responsibilities of citizenship, exploring the consequences of 
actions, and defining a lifestyle of ecological caring. 

 
GLE: 4.1.D.6., See Social studies and Communication Arts GLE on 

the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (D.E.S.E.) Website: http://www.dese.state.mo.us 

 
Subject Areas: Communication Arts, Science, Social Studies 
 
Show-Me  Goals – 1.10, 2.3, 3.6, 4.3 
Standards:  Strands – CA 7; SC 3,4; SS 6 
 
Skills:   Evaluation, analysis 
 
Duration:  1 to 2 class periods (50 minutes) 
 
Setting:  Classroom 
 
Key Vocabulary: Stewardship, citizenship, urbanization, cultural diversity,  

symbiosis 
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Learning Objectives 
 
Upon completion, students will be able to . . . 

•  Better understand that as a citizen of a community, there exists a responsibility to 
take care of the streams and their watersheds. 

•  Understand some of the consequences resulting from changes in standards of 
living, population growth, and changes in lifestyles between rural and urban 
populations. 

 
Students Need to Know: 
 

•  Actions have consequences. 
•  Society is made up of lots of different kinds of people and interests. 
•  Stewardship of our natural resources means taking responsibility for caring for 

natural resources. 
•  To sustain a commitment to stewardship, citizens need to have the skills to 

evaluate their own commitment to actions. 
•  It is possible to gain respect in a community by doing something that benefits the 

whole community. 
•  We all live downstream and everyone benefits from clean streams and healthy 

watersheds. 
 
Teachers Need to Know: 
 

•  As young people define their roles in their community, activities that build 
citizenship are a benefit to the person and the community. 

•  Young people find themselves dealing with consequences resulting from the 
creation of a “modern” society they had nothing to do with.  This concept will 
create ethical questions during discussions. 

•  In a culturally diverse society, groups may have different values and behaviors 
toward conservation and natural resource issues.  Young people sometimes find 
it difficult to accept cultural differences.  The concepts of tolerance and sensitivity 
may be active discussion topics. 

•  Students are not always aware of changes over time in themselves, community, 
and natural surroundings.  If they are constantly reminded of the “effect over 
time” on several topics, it will help them understand. 

 
Resources: 
 
Leopold, Aldo.  A Sand County Almanac.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1949. 
 
Glasser, William.  Schools Without Failure.  New York:  Harper Collins, 1975.     
 
The following materials are available from the Missouri Department of Conservation, 
P.O. Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180, (573)751-4115. 
 
Missouri Storm Drain Stenciling Project 
Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Program 
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Youth Working for Clean Water, 1991     (Free) 
Available from the Phelps Center for the Gifted, 932 S. Kimbrough, Springfield, MO 
65806. 
 
25 Things You Can Do to Prevent Water Waste      
Available from American Water Works Association, 6666 W. Quincy Ave., Denver, CO 
80235, (303)794-7711. 
 
Materials Needed for Lesson: 
 
Pencils  
Paper 
Stewardship Reading (one per student, optional) 
Stewardship Commitment Survey (one per student) 
Stewardship Transparency 
 
Procedure: 
 

•  Read and discuss the Stewardship reading. 
•  Discuss stewardship, citizenship, urbanization, symbiosis, and cultural diversity 

(see Glossary). 
•  Show and discuss the Stewardship transparency. 
•  Give the Stewardship Commitment Survey. 
•  Let students share their survey answers. 
•  In closing, encourage students to get involved in a stream project, clean-up, or 

other community activity. 
 
Evaluation Strategies: 
 
Community-Based Evaluation: 

•  Have students collect newspaper articles that report on actions individuals or 
groups are taking to show a commitment to restoring an ecosystem. 

•  Have students write a letter to the editor of the local paper describing the 
importance of working to preserve some natural feature of their community. 

 
Essay Questions: 

•  How has your commitment to stewardship changed by analyzing the relationship 
between citizenship and responsibility? 

•  Describe how natural beauty in your community is a source of community pride. 
 
Role Playing Evaluation Strategy: 

•  Have students choose an environmental issue that affects streams in their 
community. 

•  Have them write down possible differing points of view of city officials, police, 
sportsmen, businessmen, naturalists, children, and others. 

•  Ask them to randomly choose a point of view and try to persuade others that 
point of view is valid. 
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Extension Activities: 
 

•  Discuss organisms which have a symbiosis-type relationship. 
•  Keep a journal of observations in the community which reflect ownership of 

natural resources. 
•  As a classroom, apply to become a STREAM TEAM and adopt a section of 

stream in or near your community.  Apply on line at www.mostreamteam.org or 
call 800-781-1989 Voice Mail and leave contact information 
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Suggested Scoring Guide: 
 

Personal Commitment to Stewardship 

 
 
 
Teacher Name:     ________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Name:     ________________________________________  

 
 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Respects Others  Student listens 
quietly, does not 
interrupt, and stays in 
assigned place 
without distracting 
movements.  

Student listens quietly 
and does not 
interrupt. Moves a 
couple of times, but 
does not distract 
others.  

Student interrupts 
once or twice, but 
comments are 
relevant. Stays in 
assigned place 
without distracting 
movements.  

Student interrupts 
often by whispering, 
making comments or 
noises that distract 
others OR moves 
around in ways that 
distract others.  

Comprehension  Student seems to 
understand entire 
story and accurately 
answers 3 questions 
related to the story.  

Student seems to 
understand most of 
the story and 
accurately answers 2 
questions related to 
the story.  

Student understands 
some parts of the 
story and accurately 
answers 1 question 
related to the story.  

Student has trouble 
understanding or 
remembering most 
parts of the story.  

Participates 
Willingly  

Student routinely 
volunteers answers to 
questions and willingly 
tries to answer 
questions s/he is 
asked.  

Student volunteers 
once or twice and 
willingly tries to all 
questions s/he is 
asked.  

Student does not 
volunteer answers, 
but willing tries to 
answer questions s/he 
is asked.  

Student does not 
willingly participate.  

Follows Along  Student is on the 
correct page and is 
actively reading along 
(eyes move along the 
lines) or finger is 
following words being 
read aloud by others.  

Student is on the 
correct page and 
usually appears to be 
actively reading, but 
looks at the reader or 
the pictures 
occasionally. Can find 
place easily when 
called upon to read.  

Student is on the 
correct page and 
seems to read along 
occasionally. May 
have a little trouble 
finding place when 
called upon to read.  

Student is on the 
wrong page OR is 
clearly reading ahead 
or behind the person 
who is reading aloud.  

Rubric Made Using: RubiStar (http://rubistar.4teachers.org)  
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

Stewardship in this context is the concept of citizens taking responsibility to care for 
their natural environment. 
 
In Missouri, we have a tradition of stewardship and conservation practices which have 
helped sustain and protect our natural environment for more than 60 years.  In today’s 
society, change in lifestyles, increased urbanization, population growth, and other 
factors have made us more aware of concerns such as habitat loss, water quality 
problems, and land use issues. 
 
In order to address a wide range of environmental issues affecting us today, it is 
important for citizens to realize that stewardship of natural resources is a responsibility 
of citizenship. 
 
It is important to provide citizens with information which will make them aware of how 
their actions affect the natural environment—not to create alarm or place blame, but to 
help them make educated choices and be responsible citizens.  We live in a culturally 
diverse society.  It is important to honor differences and work together for the 
betterment of all.  We must train each other to have skills which can effect change, and 
then provide opportunities to use our skills and knowledge to have a positive impact. 
 
Missouri’s STREAM TEAM Program is one way to exhibit stewardship in a community.  
The success of the program has come from volunteers taking an interest in a stream in 
their community and working together to monitor, clean up and protect that stream.  By 
being personally involved, STREAM TEAM members have come to value the stream as 
their own and have assumed their role as stewards.  They have come to appreciate the 
aesthetics of the stream for themselves and for their community. 
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Stewardship Commitment Survey 
 

1. “An ethic ecology is a limitation on freedom of action in the struggle for 
existence.”1  Name three limitations on your freedom to do anything you want with 
free-running streams. 

 
 
 

2. Name three stream problems that affect your daily living. 
 
 
 

3. Symbiosis is the tendency of individuals or groups to evolve modes of 
cooperation.  There are three types:  Communalism, mutualism, parasitism.  Put 
a check by the following which best describes your relationship with your natural 
resources. 

 
a. ___  Communalism:  I share food and space without benefit or harm to the 

environment. 
 

b. ___  Mutualism:  I share food and space, and my environment is 
apparently benefited and so do I. 

 
c. ___  Parasitism:  I share food and space, and I create varying degrees of 

injury to the environment. 
 

4. Name one stream concern which you would be willing to work on that, if not 
taken care of, would prevent your family from enjoying some water recreational 
activity. 

 
 

5. Name a water problem which has cost your family or community money. 
 
 

6. Name a watershed concern that you feel could affect the health of people in your 
community. 

 
 

7. Much of our commitment to stewardship is based on being a member of a 
community.  We are respected when we exhibit citizenship.  What have you done 
in your community which you would consider an act of good citizenship? 

 
 

8. How can citizenship enlarge the boundaries of the community to include the 
whole watershed? 

 
_______________________ 
 
  1Sand County Almanac 
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Stewardship 

 
 

Citizens Taking Responsibility 
 
 

       Community 
Personal    Public/Private    Institutional 
 
 
 
Individual      Community   Business and 
     Acts          projects         school education 
              programs 
 
 
 
Consuming   Decreasing   Decreasing 
 less water     water use     water use 
 
 
 
Decreasing   Protecting    Decreasing / 
  domestic    waterways     eliminating 
  pollution            pollution 
 
         Proper    Pre-treating 
     wastewater   water waste 
       treatment 
 
 
 
        Stream 
      clean-ups 
 
 
 
 


