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UNDERSTANDING
WATERSHEDS

@ Essential to the interpretation of stream
health and water quality

® Everything that occurs within a watershed
affects water resources

@ Stream health depends on a healthy

watershed

HUMAN USES OF LAND AND WATER
IMPACT WATER QUALITY

Natural Urbanized

THINK ABOUT YOUR
WATERSHED MAP

® Choose a
manageable
size

® Know your

watershed

boundaries as

defined by

topography
® Land uses
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BOUNDARIES

National % @ meme————

State or territorial

County or equivalent

Civil township or equivalent

Incorporated city or equivalent e e e
Federally administered park,
reservation, or monument (external)

Federally administered park,
reservation, or monument (internal)

State forest, park, reservation, or
monument and large county park
Forest Service administrative area*
Forest Service ranger district*
National Forest System land status,
Forest Service lands*

National Forest System land status,
non-Forest Service lands*

Small park (county or city)

CONTOURS
Topographic
Index A
Approximate or indefinite L ———— g
Intermediate e ozt
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RIVERS, LAKES, AND CANALS
Perennial stream

Perennial river

Intermittent stream —— e —
Intermittent river e

Disappearing stream e~ —— L

Stream Team:

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS

® lllustrate relief

@ Scale represents distance

® Symbols show boundaries, surface
features, buildings, roads, railroads, and
communication features

e: https:/pubs.u
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PARTS OF A TOPO MAP

Contour
Lines

CONTOUR LINES

RULES OF V

A TOPO MAP

Contour
Lines

Forest
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Stream Team: I ntroduction to VWQM

Parts of Topographic Maps
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Transl ating
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Staqdlng at the ')f' on.the topo map (above left), someone looking north would see the scene
depicted above, right, including the secondary highway, streams, house, unfinished roads,
ponds, and mountain ridges. .
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DRUNKEN CREEK WATERSHED

Steps for outlining a
Watershed:

. Mark stream and
tribs in blue

. Mark high points
with an X

. Connect Xs

TOPO MAP RESOURCES

Qﬁ’,ﬁw ra ® Mo Stre_am Team
4 b Interactive Map
- P ﬂ Base Map Gallery
i ® USGS website

® Mu Ag Assessment
Topo layer
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Stream Team:

I ntroduction to

Wat er shed
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AG SITE ASSESSMENT

_ AGSTEMISSOURLEDU

Ag Site Assessment

AGSITE.MISSOURI.EDU

AG SITE ASSESSMENT

© Report contains
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HOW'S MY WATERWAY?

WWW.EPA.GOV/WATERDATA/HOWS-MY-WATERWAY
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